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It is time for Britain to take a 

strategic approach that goes 

beyond the application of 

regulation and the details of 

standards. We need to articulate 

how proud we are of our home-

grown food and the Values that go 

into producing it. Now is the time 

to bolster the heart of Britain’s 

food supply, and secure it for 

generations to come.

From farm to fork and from 

processing plant to export,  

British poultry meat has a strong 

track record of feeding the nation 

and embodying the Values that 

we demand from our food. These 

Values define the culture of the 

British poultry industry, and its 

commitment to continuously 

evolve, and nurture the trust and 

confidence that our consumers 

have in our food.

Brexit and feeding a growing 

population are formidable 

challenges. As a responsible 

industry, we want to use every 

challenge as an opportunity to 

innovate and adapt to the needs  

of the British consumers. Our 

Values cover our role as food 

producers within the economy,  

as employers within communities, 

and as organisations contributing 

to the social good.

We are passionate about our 

Great British Food Values, which 

set us apart from the rest of the 

world. Our industry wants to work 

with Government to ensure these 

Values continue to be at the heart 

of our food supply chain. 

   

We want to talk to as many of 

you as possible about the ways 

in which these Values can be 

translated into action for the good 

of society and prosperity of our 

wider economy. We would like to 

hear your thoughts on our  

Great British Food Values -  

please get in touch.

THE FUTURE  
OF FOOD

How we choose to feed ourselves as a nation,  
and the place British food must have on the world 
stage, are questions society must answer.
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GOOD FOR 
BRITAIN 
OUR 
ASKS

Irrespective of what Brexit brings, we are 
determined to carry on doing everything we can 
to meet the needs of British consumers without 
compromising our values.
Brexit is giving us an opportunity 

to re-focus our food system and 

stimulate investment to produce 

more British food. 

This is our chance to re-define  

our Britishness, to say boldly  

that our first choice is British,  

and highlight the benefits that it  

brings; in jobs, the economy,  

and in our communities. 

Our sector is committed to 

increasing our productivity, 

investing in new infrastructure,  

and increasing automation to  

bring greater levels of growth in 

skilled roles.

We want to work with  

Government to harness our 

productivity, strengthen our supply 

chains, and drive efficiency. 

Enhancing the image of our  

sector, raising awareness of career 

opportunities and nurturing the 

skills and talent of our workforce 

will have a transformational impact 

on our sector, its contribution to 

the economy and our national food 

security and sustainability.

◊	No dilution of health and 

welfare standards; both in home 

production and trade

◊	Securing EU and third-country 

markets for trade

◊	Introducing fiscal incentives 

for investments in infrastructure, 

innovation, and green technology

◊	Creating flexibility in the use  

of apprenticeship funding to build 

skills and jobs for UK workers

◊	Building a flexible visa system  

that allows migrant labour where 

UK labour simply isn’t available

◊	Prioritising British food in  

public procurement

TO HELP ACHIEVE THESE GOALS WE’RE 
ASKING GOVERNMENT TO COMMIT TO
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Consumers must trust the food 

on supermarket shelves, and have 

confidence that what they choose to 

feed themselves and their family is 

of good quality. 

Only by supporting British 

production can we ensure short, 

open, and transparent supply 

chains. With the right checks and 

balances our businesses are open 

to scrutiny and we instil a fair and 

ethical culture.

We’re committed to continuously 

improving our food production 

systems by embracing new 

technology and driving cultural 

changes where required. 

In the coming year, the British 

Poultry Council (BPC) will be 

focusing on how management and 

behaviour will underpin our values, 

and can help voluntary assurance 

schemes, such as Red Tractor, assess 

the culture of a business as well as 

its technical application.

We will also be working with the 

Food Standards Agency to support 

the role of its Food Crime Unit, to 

guarantee food fraud has no place  

in British production systems.

Everyone deserves access to safe, wholesome and  
nutritious food. We’re asking Government to support  
this Value by backing British poultry meat production  
and its ‘farm to fork’ model prized by consumers.

GOOD FOR BRITAIN

Modern slavery is a highly 

complex and hidden crime  

and we share the Government’s 

commitment to eliminate  

this threat.  

We’re committed to stopping 

modern slavery getting into our 

supply chains and that’s why all 

British Poultry Council members 

are working closely with the 

Gangmasters & Labour Abuse 

Authority (GLAA) to tackle all 

forms of labour exploitation.  

We are also encouraging an 

open and transparent reporting 

culture where employees feel 

confident to report an incident 

as and when it may arise.

VALUE 
WHOLESOME, 
NUTRITIOUS  
& SAFE FOOD



We operate to world-class 

standards that are applied by 

stockmen and veterinarians who  

are experts in their field.  

We’re proud of where we are  

on our health and welfare journey 

and the British poultry meat 

industry is committed to following 

the science as it progresses. Our 

collective commitment will be 

tested by trade challenges.  

It is a fine balance between the 

production costs of high standards 

and being competitive with the 

lower cost and lower standards  

of imports. We need Government  

to guarantee that: 

 » Imported poultry meat will meet  

our welfare and production standards

 » Markets will be opened with 

trading partners who value our 

production standards

We’re asking the Government to commit to no dilution 
of our hard-won bird health and welfare standards.

GOOD FOR BRITAIN

Antimicrobial resistance is  

a major issue for both human 

and animal health. The British 

poultry meat sector is leading 

the way in sustainable use of 

antibiotics and has stopped 

preventative routine use.

Since 2012 we have reduced 

our use of antibiotics by 71%, 

without compromising the 

health and welfare of our birds. 

The commitment to responsible 

use of antibiotics is one we 

should expect from all our 

trading partners.
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VALUE 
WORLD-CLASS 
BIRD HEALTH 
& WELFARE

IN 2016

POULTRY MEAT 
IMPORTS WERE

£2 BN/YEAR  
AND EXPORTS 

£500 M/YEAR

EXPORTED MEAT  
& BREEDING  

STOCK TO 

121  
COUNTRIES

IMPORTED MEAT 
AND BREEDING 

STOCK FROM 

34
COUNTRIES

70% 
 OF OUR  
TRADE  

IS WITH  
EU COUNTRIES



Tax allowances that help new 

greener technology to be rolled-

out across the sector will aid 

productivity and competitiveness, 

and reduce environmental impact. 

A reinstatement of the Agricultural 

Buildings Allowance would help 

boost rural growth and energise 

local communities.

We would also like to see more 

research funding directed to 

the practical application of food 

production with a view to moving 

innovation more quickly to the point 

where it is commercially viable.

We’re calling on Government to provide fiscal 
support in the form of tax allowances to encourage 
British poultry meat producers to invest in productivity  
through new infrastructure and green technology. 

GOOD FOR BRITAIN

Many poultry businesses 

have invested in biomass and 

combined heat and power  

(CHP) units and anaerobic 

digesters that are increasing 

productivity, reducing waste and  

improving our welfare  

and environmental credentials.
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VALUE 
PRODUCTION THAT 
RESPECTS THE 
ENVIRONMENT



Poultry is a great source of  

protein, enjoyed by many as part of 

a nutritionally balanced diet. We 

want to ensure that British poultry 

meat continues to be affordable and 

available for the average consumer.  

UK poultry meat industry meets 

the growing consumer demand by 

providing a number of products at a 

wide range of price points.

Supporting rural and semi-rural 

employment is a key component 

of our work on nurturing talent 

and building local economies.  

We are developing the skills 

and capabilities of our diverse 

workforce by investing in training 

and development through the  

new Apprenticeship Levy and 

trailblazer programmes.

We’re asking Government to 

introduce flexibility into the 

Apprenticeship Levy system, in 

how funds can be used within 

a supply chain. We would like 

to see funds used for a joint 

industry/Government campaign to 

encourage more young people and 

UK labour into our sector, and skills 

and training programmes to match 

the uptake of innovation  

and technology.

Poultry is the nation’s favourite meat and its 
popularity is growing, with each of us eating around 
26kg of poultry every year.

GOOD FOR BRITAIN

To support UK Skills 

Development, we have been 

trying to create closer links 

between industry and education, 

and using agriculture and food 

production as real-life examples 

to support STEM subjects. 

A programme for building 

relationships between 

businesses and their local 

schools would help promote the 

sector as a career option, and, 

with Government support,  

show a long-term commitment 

to attracting talent and 

developing their skills.
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VALUE 
AFFORDABLE & 
AVAILABLE FOR 
THE AVERAGE 
CONSUMER



We’re calling on the Government 

to secure continued access to 

quality labour. We would like to see 

a flexible visa system that allows 

migrant workers to come to the 

UK for specific roles on a semi-

permanent basis. We would like 

a system that recognises ‘poultry 

meat’ as an industry that under a 

visa system can bring in migrant 

labour for roles that cannot be filled 

with UK labour. 

Consistent availability of labour  

will maintain the productivity  

of our sector, guarantee a short 

supply chain, and contribute to  

UK food security during a time  

of uncertainty. 

We also need Government to keep 

trade routes open during periods 

when bird flu hits the UK. Bird flu 

shuts down trade, and since 2014 

losses in trade value have been over 

£150 million. 

Certainty and consistency in third-

country trade markets will keep 

value in the domestic supply chain, 

support a secure supply to UK 

consumers, and aid the economic 

contribution that poultry meat 

makes to the UK.

People are the lifeblood of a thriving British poultry 
meat industry which directly employs 37,300 people. 
60% of our workforce are EU nationals.

GOOD FOR BRITAIN

We want Government to 

push for a change to national, 

European and OIE rules to  

avoid avian influenza being used 

as a trade barrier. All bird flu 

cases must be reported to the 

OIE, which then flags it up to 

trading partners. 

This inevitably triggers  

the closure of trade routes. 

A system that manages trade 

impacts without compromising 

disease control would help bring 

certainty to trade during these 

difficult periods.
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VALUE 
SUSTAINABLE, 
SECURE & TRUSTED  
SUPPLY CHAINS

PRIMARY 
BREEDING

BREEDER
REARING FARMS HATCHERIES GROWING FARMS

CATCHING &
TRANSPORT

PROCESSING CONSUMERS

OUR SUPPLY CHAIN



With poultry meat now half of all the meat eaten in this country, we 
are in a unique position of responsibility. 
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We influence some of the most pressing social 

issues of our time: food security, nutritional 

health, rural employment, and, perhaps most 

crucially, food poverty. 

If we are serious about feeding the nation, then 

how do we include both the most vulnerable of 

our citizens, and those most in need? 

CAN WE CLAIM TO BE  
FEEDING THE NATION WHEN 
NOT EVERYBODY IS FED?

British food producers are crucial to feeding 

everyone in this country, and integral to that is 

the commitment that Government is willing to 

show. We need to look beyond Brexit and have 

confidence to invest in British businesses over at 

least the next five years.

British food in public procurement is where 

our Government can declare its commitment 

to British produce and producers, and give 

confidence that can inspire the industry. 

Food produced by British growers and 

manufacturers should not only be actively 

prioritised for public services, it should  

be celebrated. 

Government must declare that British food 

is preferred over all others, which is why we 

are calling on Government to review public 

procurement guidelines to help public services 

prioritise British food.

The British poultry meat sector is delighted to 

be working with FareShare, the UK’s largest 

food charity that redistributes food to frontline 

charities and community groups that support 

vulnerable people. 

British Poultry Council members currently 

donate approximately 3 tonnes of poultry 

every week, and we have a target of 10 tonnes.

Programmes like this are crucial to fighting food 

poverty and ensuring that everyone has access 

to the food that we are proud to produce.
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GREAT BRITISH FOOD

VALUES
WHOLESOME, 
NUTRITIOUS  
& SAFE FOOD

PRODUCTION THAT 
RESPECTS THE 
ENVIRONMENT

WORLD-CLASS 
BIRD HEALTH 
& WELFARE

SUSTAINABLE, 
SECURE & TRUSTED  
SUPPLY CHAINS

AFFORDABLE & 
AVAILABLE FOR 
THE AVERAGE 
CONSUMER



ABOUT THE BRITISH  
POULTRY COUNCIL (BPC)

The British Poultry Council (BPC) is the trade 

association for those involved in the production of 

poultry meat - chicken, turkey, duck, goose - in the UK. 

Our member businesses account for nearly 90% of 

the production in this country, and cover the whole 

food chain: breeding, hatching, growing, slaughter, 

processing, and packing.

Facing Brexit, British food and confidence in  

British food producers is more important than ever. 

BPC members, who do not receive subsidy through  

the Common Agricultural Policy, are committed to 

producing safe, wholesome, and nutritious food  

for Britain.

CONTACT US

Web:  www.britishpoultry.org.uk 

 @britishpoultry     #BritishFoodValues

Email: skaul@britishpoultry.org.uk 


